
Evolution and Inheritance - Year 6 

Evolution Timeline (years) 

3.8 Billion 

1 Billion 

570 Million 

530 Million 

475 Million 

370 Million 

320 Million 

225 Million 

200 Million 

150 Million 

130 Million 

4.6 Billion 

14 Million 

2.5 Million 

200 Thousand 

Earth formed from 

the remains of an 

exploded star.   

First multicellular 

organisms (algae). 

First fish. 

First amphibians. 

First dinosaurs. 

First birds. 

First great apes 

evolve. 

Our species Homo 

Sapiens evolves. 

First life  (single 

celled bacteria) Pro-

karyotes. 

First arthropods. 

First land plants and 

fungi. 

First reptiles. 

First mammals. 

Flowering plants 

evolve. 

Genus Homo evolves. 

Key Vocabulary Adaptation 

Inheritance 

Labrador Poodle Labradoodle 

Small round head 
with large eyes 

Third eyelid to protect eyes 
when flying at speed  

Sleek body helps it to 
fly incredibly fast 

Pointed, strong 
and thin wings 

Sharp talons to 
catch its prey 

Long toes to help 
grab prey 

Small cone in 
nostril that 
protrudes during 
flight to help with 
breathing 

Excellent vision - can see a 10cm 
target up to 1.5km away! 

Previous Learning reminder: 

Offspring are the young of living things 

Most living things live in habitats to which 

they are suited.. 

Environments can change. 

Objectives 

We are learning to: 

• Recognise that living things change over time and that fossils provide 
information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago. 

• Recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally 
offspring vary and are not identical to their parents 

• Identify how plants and animals are adapted to suit their environment in 
different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution. 



1) What are offspring? 

2) What word describes the fact that not all offspring are identical? 

3) Name three adaptations of the bird of prey. 

4) What are mutations? 

5) How long ago did modern humans evolve? 

6) Which evolved first, fish or dinosaurs? 

7) How can we find information about creatures that lived millions of years 

ago? 

8) What do we call the cross between a labrador and a poodle? 

9) Which birds did Darwin study? 

10) What is evolution? 

Quick Check 


