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Music development plan summary: 
Hester’s Way Primary School  

All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24. Schools are 

expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from academic year 2024-25.  

This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out how 

the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-curricular music and 

musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the national plan for music 

education:  

• timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year for key 

stages 1 to 3 

• access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice 

• a school choir or vocal ensemble 

• a school ensemble, band or group 

• space for rehearsals and individual practice 

• a termly school performance 

• opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year 

The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year and your 

plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership with your local 

music hub or other music education organisations that supports the school with music 

provision.  

Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along with this 

text box. 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-25 

Date this summary was published June 2025 

Date this summary will be reviewed June 2026 

Name of the school music lead Jonathan Turner 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Kirsti Ashman 

Name of local music hub  Make Music Gloucestershire | 
Make Music Gloucestershire 

 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Gloucestershire Music | 
Gloucestershire Music 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/
https://www.makemusicgloucestershire.org.uk/
https://www.makemusicgloucestershire.org.uk/
https://www.gloucestershiremusic.co.uk/
https://www.gloucestershiremusic.co.uk/
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what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

At Hesters Way Primary, we use the Kapow Primary Music Scheme across the school. 

Our scheme of work fulfils the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum (2014) 

and the EYFS Framework.  

In the Early Years, the most relevant statements for music are taken from the following 

Areas of Learning: Communication and Language; Physical Development; Expressive 

Arts and Design.  

In the non-statutory Development Matters document, pupils in Reception Class working 

at age related expectation will be able to:  

Communication and Language: Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention 

to how they sound; Learn rhymes, poems and songs.  

Physical Development: Combine different movements with ease and fluency.  

Expressive Arts and Design: Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to 

express their ideas and feelings; Return to and build on their previous learning, refining 

ideas and developing their ability to represent them; Create collaboratively, sharing 

ideas, resources and skills; Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, 

expressing their feelings and responses; Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly 

matching the pitch and following the melody; Explore and engage in music making and 

dance, performing solo or in groups.  

By the end of Reception Class, the Early Learning Goal, under the Expressive Arts and 

Design Being Imaginative and Expressive learning area is to sing a range of well-

known nursery rhymes and songs and perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with 

others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

The National Curriculum for Music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 • Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 

genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 

musicians  

• Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 

with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology 

appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical 

excellence 
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• Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, 

including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 

timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.  

The intention is first and foremost to help children to feel that they are musical, and to 

develop a life-long love of music. Each class teacher uses the scheme and adapts it to 

ensure every child can access and enjoy music within our school. Sequencing and 

progression are clear.  

We explore music through the inter-related dimensions of music: performing, listening, 

composing, the history of music. We focus on developing the skills, knowledge and 

understanding that children need in order to become confident performers, composers, 

and listeners. Children will develop the musical skills of singing, playing tuned and un-

tuned instruments, improvising and composing music, and listening and responding to 

music. 

Our curriculum introduces children to music from all around the world and across 

generations, thereby helping them to develop an understanding of the history and 

cultural context of the music that they listen to and teaching them to respect and 

appreciate the music of all traditions and communities.  

Pupils are taught musical notation and how to compose music.  

Composing or performing using body percussion and vocal sounds is also part of the 

curriculum, which develops the understanding of musical elements without the added 

complexity of an instrument.  

As children progress through the school, we expect them to maintain their 

concentration for longer and to listen to more extended pieces of music. Children 

develop descriptive skills in music lessons when learning about how music can 

represent feelings and emotions.  

We teach them the disciplined skills of recognising pulse and pitch. We often teach 

these together. We also teach children how to work with others to make music and how 

individuals combine together to make sounds.  

Through music, our curriculum helps children develop transferable skills such as team-

working, leadership, creative thinking, problem-solving, decision-making, and 

presentation and performance skills. These skills are vital to children’s development as 

learners and have a wider application in their general lives outside and beyond school. 

As per our curriculum timetable, each class will undertake music lessons for a two-

week block, every full term. 
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Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

At Hesters Way Primary, we offer a variety of opportunities for pupils to engage with 

music, outside of the timetabled curriculum. 

We have a designated trained musical tutor within the school, who offers a range of 

workshops to pupils within out school. This ranges from whole-class ensembles, to 

small groups and individual tuition. During such workshops, pupils have the opportunity 

to learn about, play and compose with a variety of different instruments. During the 

course of this academic year, pupils have been able to access instruments such as: 

the violin, keyboards and pianos, ukuleles and more. These sessions have also 

incorporated opportunities for our children to explore music though singing alongside 

the instrument they are studying. We, as a school, provide these instruments for the 

children and agree to temporary loan system while the pupils are studying a particular 

instrument. This enables the children to explore the musical instruments at home, in 

their own time. These efforts have allowed some of our pupils to pursue their talents 

independently, opting to achieve violin gradings, for example.     

Further to this, many of our pupils have also engaged with the Young Voices choir. 

This has proven to be a thoroughly enjoyable and highly-subscribed part of our wider 

responsibility to the subject. Pupils attending the choir are provided with after-school 

opportunities for rehearsal and singing coaching, which culminates in our participation 

with the UK’s largest children’s choir concert. This Young Voices choir is hosted each 

week, for one hour, in the run-up to the concert. 

We have weekly singing gatherings, as a key stage, to sing relevant songs and learn 

about music. We use an online singing scheme ‘Out of the Ark’, for lyrics and backing 

tracks, as well as accompanying singers on the piano. 

Additionally, we also provide opportunities for our children to perform within their year 

group, or Key Stage. For example, KS1 always perform a musical nativity during 

Christmas time, which is performed to their fellow pupils and, then, to their parents and 

guardians. Similarly, KS2 always prepare a Harvest performance, which includes a 

variety of songs and musical performances, again performed as a show to pupils and 

parents/guardians. Class assemblies often include singing or music recitals. Also, at 

the Leavers’ Assembly each year, our Year 6 pupils perform a variety of songs, with 

and without instrumental accompaniment, to their fellow pupils and parents/guardians.  
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Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Children will have the opportunity to perform or experience high quality music this 

academic year. Please see below for a list of those opportunities: 

- Young Voices national concert – available to all pupils, form Year 4 to Year 6 

- Class assemblies. 

- KS1 pupils will rehearse and perform a Nativity performance to KS2 and their 

adults/carers. 

- KS2 pupils will perform to pupils and guardians at our yearly ‘Harvest Assembly’ 

performance. 

- Reception Class visit from ‘The Music Man’ – link made through The Everyman 

Theatre and Wentworth Court. 

- Year 2 (or alternative class) will work with ‘The Music Man’ and our local 

residents at Wentworth Court care home, as part of an ‘inter-generational’ 

project.  

- Pupils visit Wentworth Court to sing to residents, at Christmas, with mince pies.  

- Year 6 will perform a ‘Leavers’ Assembly’ to pupils and guardians, with 

rehearsed songs, with both instrumental accompaniment and backing track. 

- Pupils who have been internally tutored by the school will have termly 

opportunities to hold recitals or performances in assembly. 

- Our ‘in house’ music tutor is a lead in local church music events and the children 

are encouraged to take part and showcase their singing and musical skills, in 

the local community.  

- All pupils within the school have a weekly singing assembly, led by school staff. 

- KS2 pupils attend the Cheltenham Jazz festival and engaged with the concerts 

held, receiving bursaries to cover costs.  

- Year 5/6 children have had dedicated workshops, held by the London 

Sinfonietta, covering the composition and performance of ensemble pieces. 

- Years 4/5/6 have been provided with workshops entitled 'Mysteries of the 

Musiverse’, organised by Cheltenham Festivals. 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

In future years, our Music Development Plan aims to achieve the following:  

- Introduce a wider range of instrumental tuition to small groups or individual lessons.  
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- Introduce further whole-class ensemble projects delivered by a music specialist.  

- Organise visits and performances on a larger stage, with full production – links to 

other schools and venues.  

- Further develop performance opportunities for our young musicians throughout the 

school year.  

- Further develop engagement in extra-curricular music for Pupil Premium and SEND 

children.  

- Further develop the dedicated music teaching space for use by ensembles and class 

curriculum lessons. 

 


